Annual Cultural Studies Common Seminar Distinguished Guest Lecturer

The Problem with Work

Thursday, April 18 » 5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Cathedral of Learning 602

Bio:

Kathi Weeks teaches in the Women’s Studies Program at Duke University. Her primary interests are in the fields of political theory, feminist
theory, Marxist thought, the critical study of work, and utopian studies. She is the author of The Problem with Work: Feminism, Marxism,
Antiwork Politics and Postwork Imaginaries (Duke UP, 2011) and Constituting Feminist Subjects (Cornell UP, 1998), and a co-editor of

The Jameson Reader (Blackwell, 2000).

Description:

The old metaphor of the unhappy marriage used to characterize the relationship between Marxism and
feminism is increasingly inadequate. How can we conceive the links between the Marxist refusal of work
and the feminist analysis of the family in ways more relevant to the present? What are the possibilities for
and limitations of our visions of nonwork and how are they either matched or overcome by our ideas about
alternatives to the family? This talk focuses on the refusal of work, the critique of the family, and the
utopian imagination of different futures as the terrain on which to rethink the project of Marxist feminism.
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